CHAPTER II

THE  JUDGMENT  PASSED   UPON  EOUSSEAU  IN"  THE
GENERATION  AFTEK  HIS  OWN

So much then for the judgment passed upon Rousseau
by his contemporaries. We have now to see what was
the verdict pronounced upon the case between himself
and the Encyclopaedists by the best minds In the
generation after his own.

There are excellent reasons why, if we really wish to
acquaint ourselves with the decision arrived at by the
"saner and more rational of those who have judged
him/' we should look for the authoritative critics of
Rousseau in this epoch.

It does not admit of denial that if we recognize an
equality of intellectual and critical endowments between
judges in this epoch and in our time, the historical
position of the earlier judges lends necessarily more
authority to their decisions than to those arrived at by
men of letters who, at a distance of more than a hundred
years from the person and events connected with this
case, base their conclusions upon arguments about what
it seems most reasonable to suppose true ; and not
upon a knowledge of facts "become/* as Mr. Morley
affirms, "ghostly to us."

Looking back to judges for whom the true facts of
Rousseau's life, and of the behaviour towards him of his
enemies, had not become ghostly, I shall not be accused
of depreciating the intellectual rank of the three masters
of modern criticism quoted by MM. Perey and Maugras,
if I class with them four earlier master critics, whose
historical position gave them advantages not possessed
by Sainte-Beuve, by Saint-Marc Girardin, by E. Scherer3
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